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Another year older, another year wiser? 

Well  
p e r ha p s 
not for 
some of 
us but it 
certainly 
seems to 
h a v e 
been true 
for this year’s senior leavers. All the girls 
and boys succeeded in getting into their 
first choice of schools, either through 
scholarship or CE, and went on to Abing-
don, Bloxham, Bradfield, Clifton, Chel-
tenham College, Cokethorpe, Dean Close, 
Downe House, Eton, Headington, Leck-
ford Place, Magdalen College School, 
Marlborough, Monkton Combe, Our 
Lady’s Abingdon, Radley, Rugby, St 
Helen’s & St Katharine’s, St Edward’s 
Oxford and St Mary’s Calne.    
We congratulate them and wish them 
continued success in their new schools, as 
we do our Year 6 leavers who moved on 
to Downe House, Headington, Our 
Lady’s Convent and Cokethorpe. 

resurfaced; the ‘Day Room’ refur-
bished; two new minibuses delivered 
and the Pre-Prep lavatories com-
pletely upgraded.  Furthermore, the 
restoration of the gardens and 
grounds, including the ‘Temple’ and 
ha-ha has continued apace.  
I am pleased to say that we started the 
year with a full school roll with a re-
cord number of new children joining.  
Despite this, we remain firmly a  
medium-sized school, retaining all the 
special characteristics which have 
always been features of St Hugh’s and 
which you will no doubt remember 
fondly.   Some people say that you 
can’t be ‘traditional’ and ‘modern’ at 
the same time.  I think we prove them  
wrong. 

Andrew Nott 

The Headmaster writes 

I always enjoy reading the letters and 
emails of former pupils and once again 
Suzy Robinson has put together a  
fascinating edition of ‘In Touch’ with 
news of those who have recently left and 
reports of those who even pre-date the 
Carswell Manor days.  It is a privilege to 
be leading a school with such a distin-
guished history and I am delighted to 
report to you that we continue to be in 
very good health.   
Throughout its existence, the school has 
sought to develop its facilities and pro-
vide the best possible environment for 
the pupils and this process carries on.  
During the last summer holidays, our 
new Astroturf was built, all teaching 
spaces were provided with PCs and digi-
tal projectors and many with interactive 
boards.  In addition to this, the class-
rooms in the Tom Young building have 
new desks, chairs, lockers and carpets; 
the driveway and car park have been 

John (Jack) C H Twallin 
Joint Headmaster  1927 - 1933  

During our research into the history 
of the school for the Centenary, we 
were delighted to discover more 

about Jack Twallin 
who, whilst still in 
his early 20s,  
became joint Head-
master with Alfred 
Johnson on the 
retirement of The 
Revd Fred.   
During his joint 
h e a d s h i p ,  M r 

Twallin, also a former pupil of St 
Hugh’s, got married and had two 
children, John and Shirley, with 
whom we have been in touch and 
who have assisted us in discovering 
more of life at St Hugh’s during the 
Bickley days.   
Together with their younger sister, 
Alison, John and Shirley have kindly 
donated a beautiful, hand-crafted 
lecturn, in memory of their father.  
The lecturn was unveiled on Speech 
Day, when it was used for the first 

Don’t forget to check  the  
Former Pupils pages on our  
website: www.st-hughs.co.uk 

time.  It  will live in 
the barn where, 
with the planned 
refurbishment, it 
will have a fitting 
home and be much 
used at school  
assemblies.  
We are most grate-

ful to the Twallin ‘children’ and thrilled 
with this wonderful gift: a fitting trib-
ute to St Hugh’s youngest headmaster 
who, in the words of Mr Alfred in the 
1928 newsletter, came ‘with youth and 
strength to 
conserve all 
that is good, 
and power 
to efface all 
that is 
 weak’. 

Two former pupils are married 

The beautiful little Cumbrian church of 
St Bega, on the shore of Bassenthwaite 
Lake, was the setting for the celebration 
of Sarah Cannon’s marriage to Anthony 
Jones in September. It was a very happy 
day and a very proud one for Derek and 
Verena! 
 
Simon Hunter’s marriage to Claire  took 
place in Wantage Parish Church in July. 
The reception was held in a  marquee on 
the  
 lawns of 
Carswell 
M a n o r 
and  
Simon’s 
s i s t e r 
Emily, 
also a former pupil, was  a bridesmaid. 

We wish both couples every happiness 



 

An early meet at Pinewood on a glorious 
December afternoon gave everybody the 
opportunity to catch up with each other. 
Interestingly, both St Hugh’s and 
Pinewood players knew each other well 
enough to engage in friendly banter 
before the match kicked off and this set 
the scene for a very enjoyable 
afternoon’s rugby.  It was also a time for 
some more experienced former players 
to catch up on old times and it was a 
flash back to years gone by at St Hugh’s 
to see both Derek Cannon and Roger 
Snow enjoying the occasion and 
encouraging our players (looking very 
smart in our new shirts provided by the 
school) from the touchline.    
From the start there was one team 
dominating territory and commanding 
possession of the ball—St Hugh’s!   
In the first half Pinewood rarely 
progressed into the St Hugh’s half. The 
forwards, whilst under some pressure in 
the set piece scrums, dominated in the 
loose, where the outstanding Harry 
Sparks (C) turned over a colossal 
amount of ball. Strong,  penetrating runs 
from the athletic Charlie Instone, ably 
supported by Ryan Edwards, put a lot of 

pressure on 
the Pinewood 
defence. Jonny 
Law made it 
to the game 
after a break 
neck dash 
f r o m 
Heathrow and 

was effective in the line out, winning 
valuable possession. The work of 
Freddie Shelton and Ben Lebus in all 
areas ensured that we had control of the 
game. In the front row the Denton 
brothers, Hamish and Angus, did a 
sterling job against some meaty 
opponents. A bull-dozing 20 metre run 
from Angus gave us a try in the corner.  
At scrum half the feisty Robin 
Ligertwood was swift with his delivery 
to George Sandbach who has lost 
nothing in terms of sleight of hand and 

Did anyone spot 
Lucy Boggis as  
Tempest in the new 
series of  
Gladiators? Lucy 
also  continues to 
succeed as a pentathlete and is on the 
national multi-event squad.  
Meanwhile, sister Charlotte plays 
rugby for England and Kitty was the 
first Event rider to represent Great 
Britain at all four European levels.    

Old Boys’ Rugby 2008 

U20s v Pinewood 
Sunday, 19th October, 2.00 pm 

U16s v Pinewood 
Sunday, 7th December, 2.00 pm 

Both matches to be played at St Hugh’s 

If you’d like to play contact Bob Avery or just  
come along and support the teams. 

deception at fly half. Our wide game 
was enterprising and we moved the 
ball well. The centre partnership of 
Tom Ward and Orlando Lloyd worked 
well and they tried hard to create space 
for our back three of Josh Benbow, Jack 
Baldwin, Matthew Baldry and Charlie 
Sparks. 
A rejuvenated Pinewood team 
regrouped at half time and made more 
of an impact in terms of possession and 
territory in the second half, and two 
breakaways secured them victory. In 
every respect this was a very 
entertaining all round performance.  
Excellent basic skills, great team work, 
and a blend of St Hugh’s passion and 
commitment made this second U16 Old 
Boys’ fixture a success. Our special 
thanks to Pinewood for hosting the 
fixture and for making the afternoon a 
very special occasion. 
PS Well done to those parents who 
took the opportunity to have lunch at 
the pub and enjoy their own re-union. 

Bob Avery 
A FLAIR FOR BUSINESS AMONG  
FORMER PUPILS . . . 

James Binning (21), having been fasci-
nated with wood since childhood,  has 
gone into business making traditional 
window frames and bespoke timber 
products.  His company is named ‘Deep 
in Wood’ and he does everything from 
felling or removal of timber through to 
the finished item.  He has the latest 
moisture kiln-drying equipment and 
this means he can handle the whole 
process, acting as a single supplier.  
James currently has two full-time and 
one part-time members of staff.  How-
ever, he still assists his father on the 
family farm, especially during harvest, 
and in return he gets some help from 
farm employees with moving particu-
larly large trees! 
 
A year younger than James, Jack 
Peploe, has become one of Swindon’s 
youngest MDs, with his four IT  
companies which form the enviz 
Group.  Jack’s business is also based on 
his family’s farm (is it something about 
farmers’ sons?)  and the original com-
pany, enviz IT, started out building 
computers when Jack was 16 and still at 
school.  Their emphasis on exceptional 
customer service, no-nonsense and no 
time wasting, hard work and value for 
money, has gained them a good  
reputation and a rapid growth in sales.  
 

We wish James & Jack continued success! 

Former Pupil News 

Blue Boar Rugby team win 
Oxon Shield 
 
If you’re in search of some old St 
Hughsians (or parents) on a Friday 
night, The Blue Boar at Longworth is 
always a good starting place!  The 
rugby team features a number of our 
former pupils and it was great to hear 
that they had roared to a 27-8 victory 
over Oxford for the Oxfordshire Shield 
last season, in their first county suc-
cess.  Former St Hugh’s pupils featured 
strongly in the side and, whilst Oxford 
took the lead in the first half,  the sec-
ond half had barely started when Sam 
Cover touched down Chris Sandbach’s 
excellent grubber kick.  St Hugh’s con-
tribution continued with a further try 
from George Sykes, who latched on to 
a fine break from the hooker.  It’s great 
to think that some of those playing will 
be on the field for our U20s in our next  
match against Pinewood  in October. 

Pinewood sneak victory -  
Pinewood : 14    St Hugh’s : 5 



 

Obituary 

The Very Reverend 
Professor Henry Chadwick 
 
THE Very Revd Professor Henry 
Chadwick, KBE, a distinguished theo-
logian and historian of the Early 
Church, died on 17th June this year.  

 
A former pupil 
of St Hugh’s 
and one of four 
brothers, Henry 
Chadwick was 
born on 23rd 
June 1920 and, 
after attending 
St Hugh’s in 
Kent, went to 

Eton, where he was a King’s Scholar.  
He then went on to Magdalene College, 
Cambridge on a Music Scholarship and 
trained for the ministry at Ridley Hall 
from 1942.  He became an Anglican 
priest in 1944 and his first appointment 
was as an assistant master at Welling-
ton College.  In 1945 Henry Chadwick 
married his wife Peggy and from 1946 
he became Chaplain of Queens’ College 
Cambridge, becoming Dean of the  
College in 1950.   
He was subsequently appointed Regius 
Professor of Divinity at Oxford in 1959 
and Dean of Christ Church, 10 years 
later. On retirement from Christ 
Church in 1979, he became a Fellow of 
Magdalene, Cambridge and then   
Master of Peterhouse from 1987 to 
1993. 
As reported in to his obituary in The 
Times ‘Henry Chadwick was a scholar 
of international reputation in the study 
of early Christian history, and one of 
the greatest figures in his field. Editor, 
translator and author, he was an ener-
getic yet always meticulous explorer of 
the patristic world, his many publica-
tions ranging from introductory vol-
umes for the general reader and trans-
lations of important primary texts, to 
vast historical surveys and works of 
minute scholarship. His influence was 
huge and — even with the modern rise 
of more interdisciplinary approaches to 
the subject he made his own — it will 
last.’ 
In 1968 Henry Chadwick became Vice-
President of the British Academy and 
was appointed KBE in 1989.  He is sur-
vived by his wife and three daughters. 

Here is the second instalment of 
Stephen Plunkett’s memories of the 
school during his time here from 1969. 
 
Film-shows sometimes took place in the 
fifth-form room, the 
screen being set up at the 
far end. Then there was a 
door on the window-side 
leading into a smaller 
room beyond, which was 
where a smaller group of boys formed a 
sixth-form. This was not a year, but a 
group of achievers who were selected for 
separate tuition towards the end of the 
final year. Mr Sempill often used that 
room for teaching, so it must have been 
in there that I did my latin and history 
with him. Mr Sempill (FXS) was a very 
great institution of St Hugh’s, and held 
the respect of every boy. His first name 
was supposed to be Felix, and we 
guessed whether the middle name was 
Xerxes or Xavier.(!) I am sure he must 
have had a distinguished background 
somewhere: he was a proper gent of the 
old school. 
Mr Sempill was quite elderly when I 
knew him, or so he seemed, and it was 
said that he only had one lung, though 
whether that was because he smoked, or 
because it had been shot out during the 
war was a subject of uninformed  
speculation. He was a very good teacher 
of the old school, in a way, the Mr Chips 
of  
St Hugh’s, 
though he 
was  
nobody’s 
fool and 
pretty 
acute. He 
could be 
starchy if you were idle and misbehaved, 
but if you chatted to him in a friendly 
way in spare time or showed a real  
interest in what he was teaching, he was 
a goldmine of educative power and 
kindly information. He used to umpire 
our football matches on the playing-
fields (I mean the ordinary sports in the 
afternoons), often on the pitch, not just 
running up and down the touchline, and 
he did smoke cigarettes occasionally, 
though he was also known as ‘polo’  
because he sucked these as well. He was 
also known affectionately (but not to his 
face) as ‘Uncle Charlie’. I wonder what 
really became of his lung? 
For the same reason I find it difficult to 
accept that Mr Snow’s nickname, 

‘Snoddy’, should now have become 
public knowledge, since we were not in 
the habit of saying it to his face. These 
names were part of the secret language 
of the kids (and there was quite a lot 
more of it) for discussing what was 
going on around us. The Moleswor-
thian expression ‘It’s a rotten chiz’ 
meaning ‘it’s unfair’, and also ‘It’s dead 
cinch’ meaning ‘it’s easy’, were both 
current in my time. I remember being 
impressed by the banter. 
 Even beyond the little classroom 
(which had another door leading to 
some loos and another staircase) there 
was one final room which was used for 
hobbies and crafts. A woman used to 
come on certain days and teach us  
basketwork – I think you had to sign 
up for it – so that in free afternoons a 
group of boys would be in there weav-
ing away. I made a circular sewing 
basket for my sister which she still has. 
There were also shelves in there where 
you could keep stuff to do with hob-
bies. I used to collect butterflies, and I 
had my net, setting-boards, collecting 
tins and killing bottles in there! 
(Unsurprisingly I was forbidden from 
bringing my special cyanide killing-
bottle to school.) There was also a  
piano in the corner which anyone could 
play, and was used for practice or even 
for some of the piano lessons. The main 
music room was at the end of the corri-
dor on that first landing on the back 
stairs. 
Mr Sempill used to gather us either in 
the music room, or in the fourth-form 
room, to do a sort of choral practice. 
The school didn’t have a choir as such, 
in the sense of a picked group of  
people who had chosen to do music: 
rather we were all roped in, and then 
the tone-deaf ones were allowed to 
drop out. We would all sing, and Mr 
Sempill would go along and listen to 
each boy, and tell one of them to stop 
singing because they were out of tune!  
The choir practices were mainly geared 
towards learning the strophes of the 
psalms (…’and his mercy endureth for 
ever, -ver’), and however disgustingly 
stupid we were, ragging him by sing-
ing the last syllables twice to make it 
sound as if we were out of time, he had 
heard it all before and treated us with 
silent contempt for it! But all was for-
given and forgotten when, having 
taken transport to Littleworth church 
on alternate Sunday mornings, we sang 
the psalms in the church. 




