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Oliver Cromwell. 

A Case Study. 

A Reputation Deserved? 
 

 
 

The following pages are to be used as supporting material to the textbook that is 

dedicated to this investigation. 

 

 
 

 

 



 2 

The Mark of the Man. 
 

Cromwellôs signature changed over time. 

 

 
The days before fame. Cromwellôs signature heads a list in the  

Vestry book of All Saints Church, St. Ives. 

 

 
His signature in a book he owned. 

 

 
His signature now shortened to ñO Cromwellò.  

It appears like this on many documents from the civil war era. 

 

 

 
The mark of Power. The ñPò stands for ñProtectorò. 
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The Reputation. 
 

Quote 1. From Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon. Clarendon was a 

supporter of the Royalist cause from 1641 onwards. His daughter 

married the future James II (son of Charles I). This quote, from his 

book ñA History of the Great Rebellionò was written shortly after 

Charles II (the eldest son of Charles I). 

 

Cromwell was the greatest liar alive. He did great mischief. He 

forced three countries that hated him to obey his commands and he 

ruled with an army that was devoted to him. No man with more 

wickedness ever attempted anything. 

 

 

Quote 2. From C.V Wedgwood, a well respected historian who 

specialised in the history of the Civil War. She had a particular 

interest in the life of Charles I. She wrote ñThe Kingôs Peaceò, 

ñThe Kingôs Warò, and ñThe Trial of Charles Iò in the 1950s and 

1960s. 

 

His [Cromwellôs] cruelty and ruthlessness have left a mark and a 

memory that the last 300 years have not been able to wipe out. 

 

 

Quote 3. From S. R. Gardiner writing in 1902. Gardiner was a 

descendent of Cromwell who supported the idea that the 

seventeenth century saw a Puritan Revolution. 

 

[Cromwell] was the national heroéthe greatestéthe most typical 

Englishman of all time. 
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Views on Cromwell expressed during the seventeenth century. 
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Why are opinions on Cromwell so divided? 

 
etween 1649 and 1660 England had no monarch. For the first time in its history, the 

country was a Republic. Nobody really knew how to govern the country without a 

King. Remember, Parliament had not originally gone to war to rid England of the 

monarch. The journey to a republic was guided by responses to events between 1646 and 

1649. There were many experiments to see what kind of government should replace the 

monarchy. 

 

The most powerful force in the country was the army. So the most powerful person in the 

country was the one who controlled the army. By 1651, this was Oliver Cromwell. 

 

Opinions about Cromwell differed a lot at the time and historians still disagree about him 

today. 

 Some say that during this period Cromwell tried to grab more and more power for 

himself. Others say that he was trying to find a better way of governing the 

country. 

 Some say Cromwell believed in giving people greater freedom. Others say that he 

crushed anyone who disagreed with him. 

 

To help us understand Cromwellôs actions, we need to see how he dealt with a number of 

problems facing the government between 1649 and 1660. 

 

The Irish Rebellion 1649. 

 

he Irish Catholics had rebelled against English rule in 1641. According to the 

English, they had committed many brutal and cruel acts. But nothing could be done 

about the Irish rebellion until the Civil War in England was over. 

 

The Catholics in Ireland had supported Charles Iôs son. They thought that he should be 

King of England and in 1649, the leader of the Irish Catholics, the Marquis of Ormonde, 

was in France collecting soldiers and weapons. The new Commonwealth government in 

England feared that Ormonde would launch an attack on England from Ireland. 

 

To prevent this, the Commonwealth government sent Cromwell to Ireland with 12,000 

troops of the new Model Army. Their first target was the town of Drogheda, which was 

defended by part of Ormondeôs army led by Sir Arthur Aston. Aston was an English 

royalist who had fought for Charles I during the war. 

 

Sources 1 to 5 tell us what happened next. 
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