Oliver Cromwell.
A Case Study.
A Reputation Deserved?

The following pages are to be used as supporting material to the textbook that is
dedicated to this investigation.




The Mark of the Man.

Cromwel | 6s signature changed over

The days before fame. Cromwell s signa
Vestry book of All Saints Church, St. Ives.

7))

Hi s signature now shortened to AO C
It appears like thisn many documents from the civil war era.

The mar k of Power . The AP0 stands fo



The Reputation.

Quote 1.From Edward Hyde, EarlfcClarendon. Clarendon was
supporter of the Royalist cause from 1641 onwards. His dau
married the future James Il (son of Charles I). This quote, fror
book AA History of the Grea
Charles Il (the eldest sori Gharles I).

Cromwell was the greatest liar alive. He did great mischief.
forced three countries that hated him to obey his commands &
ruled with an army that was devoted to him. No man with r
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wickedness ever attempted anything.

Quote 2. From C.V Wedgwood, a well respected historian v
specialised in the history of the Civil War. She had a partic
i nterest in the | ife of Ch a
AnThe Kingds War o, and NnNThe
1960s.

His [Cr o mwel | 6 s ] cruelty and r U
memory that the last 300 years have not been able to wipe ou

Quote 3.From S. R. Gardiner writing in 1902. Gardiner wa
descendent of Cromwell who supported the idea that
seventeenth cemty saw a Puritan Revolution.

[ Cromwel | ] was the national
Englishman of all time.
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Views on Cromwell expressed during the seventeenth century.

(E) In about 1660, Edward
Burroughs, a Quaker, wrote down
his thoughts on Cromwell.

He loved the praise of men, and
took flattering titles... He allowed
tithes and false worship and other
popish stuff.... He persecuted and
imprisoned people for criticising
things that were popish.

(E) Samuel Pepys recorded in his
diary these comments on
Cromwell in July 1667.

(A) Drawing of Oliver Cromwell (1898) Evetybedydo royerdays el
upon Cromwell and praise him...

what brave things he did and made
(B) Sir Philip Warwick, a Royalist, made all the foreign princes fear him.
these comments on Cromwell in 1640.

He wore... a plain cloth-suit, which
seemed to have been made by a poor
tailor; his shirt was plain, and not very
clean; and I remember a speck or two of
blood upon his collar... his face was
swollen and red, his voice sharp and
untunable, and his speech full of passion.

(G) Nathaniel Crouch, A History
of Oliver Cromwell (1692)

Many people in our times... have
a great respect for the memory of
Oliver Cromwell, as being a man
of devout religion and a great
champion for the liberties of the

nation.
(O) Lord Clarendon wrote about
Cromwell in his book History of the
Rebellion (c. 1688)
Without doubt, no man with more U46.1 Make alist of the reasons why
wickedness ever brought to pass what the producers of these sources did not
he desired more wickedly. like Oliver Cromwell.

U46.2 Sources F and G were both
produced after Cromwell's death.
Describe these two men'’s views on
(D) John Lilburne was a Leveller who Cromwell. Explain why they might have
was imprisoned by Cromwell. In 1649 held these views.

Lilburne wrote a letter to Cromwell.

U46.3 Explain the advantages and

We have much cause to distrust you; for disadvantages of using sources
we know how many broken promises produced by people who knew
that you have made to the kingdom. Cromwell (sources B, C, D and E).




Why are opinions on Cromwell so divided?

Between 1649 and 66 England had no monarch. For the first time in its history, the
country was a Republic. Nobody really knew how to govern the country without a
King. Remember, Parliament had not originally gone to war to rid England of the
monarch. The journey to a repigbwas guided by responses to events between 1646 and
1649. There were many experiments to see what kind of government should replace the
monarchy.

The most powerful force in the country was the army. So the most powerful person in the
country was the aawho controlled the army. By 1651, this was Oliver Cromwell.

Opinions about Cromwell differed a lot at the time and historians still disagree about him
today.

e Some say that during this period Cromwell tried to grab more and more power for
himself. Otherssay that he was trying to find a better way of governing the
country.

e Some say Cromwell believed in giving people greater freedom. Others say that he
crushed anyone who disagreed with him.

To help us understand Cr omwedltlwithsananbdrofons, Wwe
problems facing the government between 1649 and 1660.

The Irish Rebellion 1649.

he Irish Catholics had rebelled against English rule in 1641. According to the
English, they had committed many brutal and cruel acts. But nothirld beuwone
about the Irish rebellion until the Civil War in England was over.

The Catholics in Ireland had supported Char
King of England and in 1649, the leader of the Irish Catholics, the Marquis of Ormonde,

was in France collecting soldiers and weapons. The new Commonwealth government in
England feared that Ormonde would launch an attack on England from Ireland.

To prevent this, the Commonwealth government sent Cromwell to Ireland with 12,000

troops of the newModel Army. Their first target was the town of Drogheda, which was
defended by part of Or mondeds army | ed by ¢
royalist who had fought for Charles | during the war.

Sources 1 to 5 tell us what happened next.






