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Mary I 1553-1558 
 

 
 

Catholic Principles, a Spanish Marriage and Holy Bonfires. 

ñBe of good comfort, brother Ridley, and play the man; for we shall this day light such a 

candle by Godôs grace in England, as I trust shall never be put out.ò  

The words of Hugh Latimer to Nicholas Ridley on the day of their execution by burning 

in the town ditch, Oxford, 1555. 
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MARY I  

BORN: 18 FEBRUARY 1516 

PROCLAIMED QUEEN: JULY 1553 

DIED: 17 NOVEMBER 1558 

 

MARY IN HENRY VIII' S REIGN  

Mary Tudor was the only child born to Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon to survive 

childhood. Had she been born a boy, it is likely that the whole of English history would 

have been different (but probably less interesting!). 

Mary had a good childhood as a young princess, and was the center of court attention in 

her earliest years. But, as the years progressed and no little brothers followed, Mary's 

father began to look into the alternatives. Eventually, Henry sought an annulment from 

Catherine, and married his second Queen: Anne Boleyn. Mary was declared illegitimate 

and was to no longer be called "princess", but rather "The Lady Mary". 

When Anne Boleyn gave birth to Elizabeth, Mary was sent to attend the new young 

Princess in her household. Soon Elizabeth would be declared illegitimate as well, since 

her mother also failed to produce a male heir for Henry. 

Shortly after the death of Anne Boleyn, Henry wed Jane Seymour, who sought to 

reconcile the King with his two daughters. Henry and Jane visited Mary and after, she 

wrote letters to the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V (her cousin) and the Pope stating 

that her parent's marriage had not been valid. [Mary was able to get an additional 

message to them, in secret, saying that she wrote the letters under duress.] After that, she 

returned to court, although her title of Princess still had not been restored. 

In October 1537, Queen Jane gave birth to Edward, Henry's longed for son and Mary 

stood as the young Prince's godmother at the christening. The court was soon plunged 

into mourning as Jane died two weeks after Edward's birth. 

In January 1540, Mary gained yet another stepmother: Anne of Cleves. Although they 

shared different religions (Mary was Catholic, Anne a Lutheran), the two women became 

fast friends and would remain so until Anne's death in 1557. Unfortunately Anne's 

marriage to Henry wasn't so long-lived and she was divorced in July of the same year. 

Shortly after the annulment of his marriage to Anne of Cleves, Henry took another wife 

[now his 5th], Kathryn Howard. Kathryn was probably 18 years old, making Mary six 

years older than her new stepmother. Mary was apparently appalled at her father's action 

and there were come quarrels between Mary and Kathryn during the young Queen's 

reign. That reign turned out to be all too short, as she was arrested, tried and executed for 

adultery in 1542. 

http://tudorhistory.org/henry8/
http://tudorhistory.org/aragon/
http://tudorhistory.org/boleyn/
http://tudorhistory.org/elizabeth/
http://tudorhistory.org/seymour/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/charles5/
http://tudorhistory.org/edward/
http://tudorhistory.org/cleves/
http://tudorhistory.org/howard/
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At this time of emotional upheaval, Mary fell seriously ill and may have been in danger 

of losing her life. Her father was concerned enough to send his own doctors to look after 

her. 

Henry's last Queen was Katherine Parr, who was about four years older than Mary. They 

were married in 1543, and she survived Henry at his death in 1547. All three of Henry's 

children attended the wedding at Hampton Court. Mary was friends with her last 

stepmother, although they too had religious differences, as Katherine was a strong 

supporter of the Reformed Church. 

When Henry VIII began to fall ill, he drafted his will declaring that Edward would be his 

heir and Mary was to follow him if the young Prince were to die childless. Elizabeth was 

also included, and she would take the throne if Mary were to die without an heir. As we 

know in hindsight, this is exactly what was to happen. 

  

MARY IN EDWARD VI' S REIGN  

Henry VIII died January 28, 1547, leaving his 9 year-old son as King. The young Edward 

was a supporter of the Protestant faith, although Mary seems to have hoped at one point 

he would see the error of his ways and return England to the Church of Rome. 

Alas, this was not to be. She defied Edward's Act of Uniformity and openly celebrated 

Mass, which had been abolished. Edward and Mary struggled with this issue through the 

rest of the King's short reign. 

Some time in 1552, Edward began to show signs of the illness that would eventually 

claim his life. He was reported to have a hacking cough that eventually resulted in him 

spitting up blood and tissue. Medical historians generally agree that he had tuberculosis. 

Fearing Mary would return the country to the Catholic faith, powerful men in the realm, 

such as John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland and Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk began 

to make their plans. Although they made moves to court Mary's favour, they worked 

secretly with their own agenda. Northumberland married his son Guildford to Suffolk's 

daughter Jane Grey, who would be in line for the throne after Mary and Elizabeth. By 

placing Jane on the throne in Edward's wake, they thought they would have a puppet they 

could control [although Jane seems to have had other ideas about that!]. 

Northumberland put his plans into action and convinced Edward to leave his crown to his 

cousin Jane. 

  

 

http://tudorhistory.org/parr/
http://tudorhistory.org/castles/hcp/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/jdudley/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/hgrey/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/gdudley/
http://tudorhistory.org/jane/
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MARY AND 'THE NINE DAYS QUEEN'  

Mary realized that a plot was being hatched to place Jane on the throne. She had been 

urged by some friends to flee the country since they feared her life would be in danger. 

Mary knew that if she fled, she would forfeit all chances of becoming Queen and 

returning England to Catholicism, so she chose to remain and make a stand for her 

crown. 

Edward died on July 6, 1553. Shortly afterwards, Northumberland informed Jane at Syon 

house that Edward had left the crown to her and that she was now Queen of England. 

Mary, meanwhile, was in East Anglia. Northumberland and three of his sons went to take 

Mary into custody. Mary was at this time moving around with a growing army of 

supporters. She knew that he must have confirmation of her brother's death, because it 

would be treason to declare herself Queen otherwise. She received news from a reliable 

source that Edward was indeed dead, and promptly sent proclamations throughout the 

country announcing her accession to the throne. 

Mary went to Framlingham Castle in Suffolk, which was better fortified. Her number of 

supporters was increasing and Mary took time to inspect her troops personally. The 

people of Suffolk were flocking to Mary and many of the leaders who were supposed to 

take her into custody instead went and begged for her pardon. 

By this time, the Privy Council in London realized their error in going along with 

Northumberland's plot and declared Mary the true Queen of England. She left 

Framlingham for London on July 24. 

Of the conspirators who tried to place Jane on the throne, only a few were initially 

executed, including the Duke of Northumberland, John Dudley. Jane and Guildford were 

found guilty of treason, but Mary refused to execute them. Guildford's brothers, the other 

three sons of John Dudley, were kept in the Tower, but not killed. The Duke of Suffolk 

(Henry Grey), Jane Grey's father, was released. 

As Mary approached the outskirts of London, she was met by her sister Elizabeth, who 

offered her congratulations and rode in a place of honor with the new Queen. When Mary 

made her formal entry into London on the 30th of September, Elizabeth and the surviving 

wife of Henry VIII, Anne of Cleves, rode in a chariot behind the Queen's in the great 

procession. 

On the morning of October 1, Mary made the short walk from Westminster Palace to 

Westminster Abbey across the street for her coronation. It was nearly 5 o'clock before the 

ceremony was finished and the court made its way back to Westminster Palace for the 

banquet in the Great Hall. 

 

http://tudorhistory.org/jane/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/jdudley/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/gdudley/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/hgrey/
http://tudorhistory.org/people/hgrey/
http://tudorhistory.org/elizabeth/
http://tudorhistory.org/henry8/
http://tudorhistory.org/cleves/
http://tudorhistory.org/castles/westabbey/
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Mary Begins to make Religious changes. 

 

Mary called her first Parliament in October 1553. It was clear that Maryôs driving 

ambition was to return the country to Catholicism and she began this process without 

delay. Her Parliament repealed (reversed) all the Protestant changes made to the Church 

by Edward VI and the main Protestant Bishops were replaced with Catholics. The Pope 

was made Head of the Church in England. By this time, four hundred of the most 

important Protestant leaders in England fled to Europe.  

 

There was one thing that Mary could not do. She could not convince the Parliament to 

return all the lands and property that had been seized from the Church during her fatherôs 

reign. The 40,000 English families that had benefited from the Dissolution of the 

Monasteries held on tightly to what they had gained. 

 

Emperor Charles V advised Mary to ñtake very good care, at the outset, not to be led by 

her zeal to be too hasty in reforming matters.ò But Mary seems not to have heeded this 

advice and the speed of her religious changes alarmed those of her subjects that were 

Protestant.  

 

Protestant fears were also heightened when Mary announced that she intended to marry 

her Catholic cousin, Philip of Spain: 

¸ Some feared that Philip would have too greater influence over Mary and were 

worried that she intended to make him King and rule England jointly 

¸ Any children resulting from the marriage would ensure that there would be a line 

of Catholic monarchs in England 

¸ Philip was heir to the Spanish throne. When he became King, any children 

resulting from the marriage, would succeed Philip as the rulers of Spain and 

succeed Mary as the ruler of England. In short, a future King (or Queen) of Spain 

would also be King (or Queen) of England. The more powerful Spain would, in 

effect, have added England to its already huge Empire. England would become a 

province ruled from Madrid. 

Parliament attempted to talk about these fears with Mary, but she dismissed their views 

stating that ñMy marriage is my own affair.ò Mary underestimated the strength of feeling 

against the marriage and her religious changes and in early 1554 she faced rebellion! 

 

Wyatt's rebellion, 1554é.briefly  

Kentish landowner Sir Thomas Wyatt led a rebellion against Mary I. He believed Mary 

I's marriage to Philip would give Spain too much power and damage English sovereignty. 

Wyatt raised an army of 3,000 men and marched for London. He was challenged by the 

Queen's army at Rochester, many of whom deserted to join the rebel cause. Wyatt arrived 

at the capital in February. 
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Mary I promised not to marry without approval from Parliament and called for aid in 

repelling the rebel attack. Wyatt's rebellion floundered in the face of loyal support for the 

Queen in London and many of his supporters defected. 

Wyatt was captured and sent to the Tower. He was executed. Lady Jane Grey and her 

husband were also executed. More than 100 of the common rebels were hanged. 

Mary I's half sister Elizabeth was believed to have been involved with the rebellion. 

Before his death, Wyatt denied Elizabeth participated in the uprising. She was sent to the 

Tower anyway but was released to Woodstock Palace where she was kept under close 

surveillance. . 

 

Sir Thomas Wyatt, rebel leader 

Mary I marries . 

Mary I married Philip of Spain (later King Philip II of Spain) on July 15th at Winchester. 

Parliament ruled that Philip should not be crowned King of England and that the marriage 

settlement severely limited his powers in England. Philip, highly insulted, accepted the 

settlement so that the marriage could go ahead, but before leaving Spain he swore a 

special oath that he would not be bound by its terms. 

The Wyatt Rebellionéin more detail 

 

Elizabeth - focus of Protestant Conspiracies 

 

On 6 July 1553 - Mary I, daughter of King Henry VIII and Katherine of Aragon, was 

proclaimed Queen of England. Mary was a fanatical Catholic and was determined to 

return England to the true Catholic faith. Elizabeth was in mortal danger - she was heir to 

the throne, a Protestant and her half-sister Queen Mary did not trust her. After attending 

Court for a short time Elizabeth retreated to Hatfield away from the intrigues of the court. 
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Elizabeth was the focus of all Protestants and in danger of being implicated in 

conspiracies to overthrow her Catholic half-sister Mary. It did not take long for a 

Protestant rebellion to erupt which was sparked by the news that Queen Mary intended to 

marry the fanatical Catholic King Philip II of Spain. Protestant Englishmen were terrified 

that the terrible Spanish Inquisition would come to England and that Mary and Philip 

would produce a Catholic heir to the throne.  

 

The Wyatt Rebellion Conspirators 

 

The attempt by John Dudley to put his Protestant daughter-in-law Lady Jane Grey on the 

throne of England had failed. Lady Jane Grey and her husband Guildford had been 

imprisoned in the Tower of London. John Dudley had been executed on 23 August 1553. 

The Catholics were in power. The news about the intended Catholic marriage between 

Mary and Philip leaked out in the autumn of 1553. The Duke of Suffolk, who had 

supported Lady Jane Grey, his three brothers,  Edward Courtenay Earl of Devon and Sir 

Edmund Warner initiated the Protestant conspiracy. Their prime objective was to replace 

Mary with Elizabeth. But their other objective was to arrange the marriage of Elizabeth to 

Edward Courtney. Elizabeth was again the centre of a plot by powerful men. The French 

Ambassador, De Noailles, had promised French support once the support of the people 

had been establish  

Sir Thomas Wyatt and the Conspiracy 

 

Thomas Wyatt was invited to join the conspirators by Edward Courtney. Wyatt was 

horrified at the prospect of Spanish rule. He was young, 33 years old, reckless and hot-

heated. He readily agreed to lead the men of Kent in a country-wide rebellion. The rising 

was fixed to start on 18 March 1554. But the numbers involved in the conspiracy grew 

and the 'secret' was out. Sir Thomas Wyatt met close friends at Allington Castle on 22nd 

January and decided that it would be too dangerous to wait until March. The date for the 

rebellion was brought forward to Thursday 25th January - coinciding with market day at 

Maidstone. He raised 4000 men in Maidstone and marched on London.  

Letters sent by Sir Thomas Wyatt 

 

Letters informing of the plan were sent to his co-conspirators in other parts of the country 

- the letter to the Duke of Suffolk was intercepted by Government agents. Sir Thomas 

Wyatt also sent a letter to Elizabeth informing her of the forthcoming rebellion - which 

was also intercepted by Government agents. Queen Mary issued a proclamation stating 

any rebels who would return to their homes within 24 hours would be pardoned. Sir 

Thomas Wyatt was declared a traitor.  
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Elizabeth and the Wyatt Rebellion 

 

When Sir Thomas Wyatt sent the letter to Elizabeth informing her of his intentions to 

overthrow Mary he brought Elizabeth into terrible danger - the letter was intercepted by 

Government agents. Another letter to the French Ambassador, De Noailles, was also 

intercepted and the letter was worded in such a way that it could be read that Elizabeth 

had prior knowledge of the rebellion.  

 

Sir Thomas Wyatt and the Rebels reach London 

 

On the 3rd February 1554 Sir Thomas Wyatt and his rebel army entered London. 

Londoners were frightened that the rebels would sack London. They were also terrified of 

the dire consequences which would befall any traitors who were involved in such a 

revolt. There were some sympathisers, but the majority of Londoners backed Queen 

Mary - after all she was King Henry VIII's daughter and the rightful Queen. Barricades 

were set up in the City of London to trap and halt the progress of the rebels. Sir Thomas 

did not receive the expected support from his co-conspirators. He went past Charing 

Cross, along the Strand until he reached Ludgate. The gate was shut against Wyatt and 

the rebels and he retreated to Temple Bar.  

The Bell Savage Inn and Wyatt's Rebellion 

 

It was in the yard of the Bell Savage Inn that Sir Thomas Wyatt's rebellion against Queen 

Mary I came to an inglorious end. Adjoining Ludgate Hill was the tavern know as "La 

Belle Sauvage", a coaching house and Inn-yard. Wyatt entered the courtyard and sat 

down on a bench, with only a handful of men left. His rearguard was cut off and 

dispersed and he had no means of forcing the gate. He decided to retreat and with only 60 

men turned back to Charing Cross. He was met at Temple Bar by the Norroy Herald to 

whom he submitted. His opponents had totaled over 10,000 men. The Wyatt Rebellion 

was over. 

Sir Thomas Wyatt taken to the tower 

 

Sir Thomas Wyatt was taken to Whitehall and then imprisoned in the Tower of London 

with the other nobles caught up in the rebellion. He was questioned about those others 

who were involved in the rebellion. Torture was used on Wyatt. Sir John Bourne 

questioned Wyatt and wrote to Stephen Gardiner, the Bishop of Winchester, on 25th 

February stating that he had: 

http://www.elizabethan-era.org.uk/bell-savage-inn.htm
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"laboured to make Sir Thomas Wyatt confess concerning the Lady Elizabeth ... but 

unsuccessfully, though torture had been applied". 

On March 15th he was called before a court at Westminster to answer a charge of high 

treason. He was condemned and sentenced to death. His sentence was to be hanged, 

drawn and quartered. 

Carnage in London 

 

The common rebels from Kent were hunted down. Nearly 100 were sentenced to the 

terrible traitor's death of being hanged, drawn and quartered. Their mutilated bodies were 

hung from the different gates of the City of London. This had to be seen as an example to 

everyone of the fate of anyone who rebelled against the Queen. Other rebels, were 

however, allowed to return home with their lives. 

Prisoners in the Tower of London 

 

Lady Jane Grey and her husband Guildford Dudley had been imprisoned in the Tower of 

London following their arrests in July 1553. The Queen had showed them clemency. But 

the Wyatt rebellion put an end to this. They must have both been terrified when they 

heard about the Wyatt Rebellion. On 12th February 1554 Lady Jane Grey and her 

husband Guildford Dudley were executed at the Tower of London - they could not be left 

alive. The remaining members of the Dudley and Grey families must have been expecting 

a similar fate. 

Sir Thomas Wyatt in the Tower of London 

 

The wretched Sir Thomas Wyatt was imprisoned in the White Tower of the Tower of 

London. Tortured and aware that the tragic Lady Jane Grey and her young husband 

Guildford Dudley had been executed, he would also have been aware of the executions of 

many of his loyal supporters. Death was everywhere. Wyatt knew his turn was next. But 

he had not implicated Elizabeth. His execution was set for April 11th.  

The Execution of Sir Thomas Wyatt 

 

Sir Thomas Wyatt was escorted to the Tower Hill scaffold on April 11th 1554 for his 

public execution. He was 33 years old. Wyatt was allowed to make a speech on the 

scaffold. He bravely accepted responsibility for the rebellion and continued to assert the 

innocence of Elizabeth. He also defended Edward Courtney. These are the words he 

spoke:   
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"I assure you that neither they nor any other now in your durance (the Tower) was privy 

to my rising". 

He was then beheaded and his poor body was mutilated. He was quartered as his traitor's 

sentence dictated. His body was then hung in various parts of the City of London - 

Newington, Mile End Green, St. Georges Church near the Kent Road, Southwark and 

besides St. Thomas of Waterings, at the second milestone from the city. His head was 

placed on a pole at the Tyburn gallows at Hay Hill. On April 17 his head was stolen and 

never recovered, just as Sir Thomas More's head many years before. 
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TUDOR REBELLION FACT SHEET. 

 

WHAT is the rebellion known as: 

Wyattôs Rebellion 

 

 

WHEN did it happen? 

 

 

 

WHERE did it happen? 

 

 

 

WHO was the leader of the rebellion: 

 

 

 

WHO was monarch at this time? 

 

 

 

WHY did the rebellion take place/ WHAT caused the rebellion/What did the rebels want 

to achieve? 
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WHAT were the main events: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAS the rebellion a success or a failure? 

 

 

 

WHY did it succeed or fail? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT were the consequences of the rebellion? 
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HOLY BONFIRES AND ñBLOODY MARYò. 

On 15
th
 July, 1554, Mary married Philip of Spain. In November, they jointly opened 

Maryôs second Parliament together. Parliament repealed the law preventing a Papal 

Legate (the Popeôs representative) from coming to England. Cardinal Reginald Pole, 

Maryôs cousin, came to England as the new Papal Legate and he publicly forgave the 

people of England for the sins and crimes against the Catholic Church made in the reigns 

of Henry VIII and Edward VI.  

Cardinal Pole then attempted to frighten the remaining leading Protestants into leaving 

the country. He failed. Pole convinced Mary that the only way to securely return all 

Englishmen back to the Catholic Church was to punish those that refused and to make an 

example of them. Emperor Charles V again warned Mary against being too vigorous in 

her religious reforms because of the political consequences. Philip, too, was concerned 

that active persecution of Protestants would result in another rebellion, but his words fell 

on deaf ears. Mary began to actively persecute Protestants if they would not return to 

being Catholics. On 4
th
 February, 1555, Mary burned her first Protestant. John Rogers, 

one of the men who wrote Henry VIIIôs English Bible, was burned at Smithfield in 

London. 

Five days later, Bishop Hooper was burned in Gloucester and Bishops Latimer and 

Ridley were burned in Oxford that October. Archbishop Cranmer was also burned in 

Oxford the next year. 

Over the next two years, Mary ordered 284 Protestants to be burned to death. In the 

opinion of Mary and Cardinal Pole, the English had to be saved from religious error. It 

was better to burn a few bodies and so save thousands of souls from the far worse flames 

of hell. It was Mary and Pole who gave English Protestants the grim choice either ñturn 

or burn.ò 

By the time of her death in 1558, some believed that Mary was winning the religious 

battle, but she has been remembered as ñBloody Maryò. This is because in 1563, a 

Scottish Protestant author, John Foxe, wrote a book called ñThe Book of Martyrsò. In it 

he gives the life stories of all those burned by Mary I and recounts their executions in 

graphic detail. Foxe was a fanatical Protestant who was very biased in his writings, but a 

copy of this book made its way into almost every English church after the death of Mary 

I. So the tales became part of English folklore, giving many English people in the past a 

hatred of Catholicism that was to play a significant part in our history. 
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But does Mary I deserve to be remembered as 

ñBloody Queen Maryò? 

In 1553, Edward VI died. His sister Mary became queen. She was a devout Catholic, who 

believed that unless the Roman Catholic Church was brought back then no one in 

England would be able to go heaven. 

But after twenty years of religious change was it really possible to bring Catholicism 

back to England? Read through this list of factors that would affect whether Mary could 

succeed. 

× When Mary became Queen, Protestantism had only been the official religion for 

six years and its introduction had not been easy! Before that, Henry had only 

made a few Protestant changes and before that England had been a Catholic 

country for centuries. After a lot of turmoil over a short space of time, some in 

England may prefer to return to something familiar. 

× Henry VIII had closed down all the monasteries and sold the lands to rich and 

important families. Mary would have to take all this land back if she was to totally 

undo everything that had changed. 

× Even though four hundred leading Protestants fled to Europe when she became 

Queen, there were many Protestants living in England and they might resist her 

reforms. 

× Mary was 37 when she became Queen, she was not married and had no children. 

Her sister, Elizabeth was next in line to the throne. She was Protestant. 

× Shortly after her accession, Wyattôs rebellion, a Protestant rebellion, had sought to 
replace her. It failed. 

 

1. Which of these points suggest that Mary had a good chance of bringing 

back Catholicism? 

2. Which suggest that Mary did not stand much chance of bringing back 

Catholicism? 

3. On balance, how good do you think her chances were? 
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Once Mary had decided to bring back Catholicism she had to decide how to do it. She 

could: 

× Reform and improve the Catholic church so that people would want to be 

Catholic again 

× Get the support of a powerful Catholic country. Spain was the most powerful 

Catholic country in Europe. 

× Force people to become Catholics by persecuting Protestants. 

4. Which methods would you recommend Mary to use? 

Maryôs methods. 

In 1554, Mary married Philip of Spain. This marriage provoked a rebellion (Wyattôs 

rebellion) and the rebels almost captured London but were eventually defeated. 

Between 1555 and 1558, Mary had 284 Protestants burned to death. She was hoping that 

this would persuade other Protestants to return to Catholicism. 

SOURCE 1. Simon Renard, a Catholic, was the Spanish Ambassador in London. He 

wrote this letter to Philip of Spain after watching the burning of John Rogers, the first 

Protestant to be burned in 1555. 

A certain Rogers was burned publicly yesterday. Some of the onlookers wept, others 

prayed to God to give him strength to bear the pain, others gathered the ashes and the 

bones and wrapped them in paper to preserve them, others threatened the bishops. I think 

it would be wise not to be too firm against Protestants, otherwise I forsee that the people 

may cause a revolt. The Lady Elizabeth has her supporters, and there are Englishmen 

who do not love foreigners. 

5. What is Renardôs opinion about the burnings?  

6. Why does he warn his master that that ñthere are Englishmen that do not 
love foreignersò? 
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SOURCE 2. An illustration from John Foxeôs ñBook of Martyrsò, 1563, showing the 

execution of Bishops Latimer and Ridley at Oxford in 1555. Both these men refused to 

give up their Protestant beliefs. 

 

SOURCE 3. The text from Foxeôs ñBook of Martyrsò, 1563, that describes the deaths of 

Latimer and Ridley. 

So they came to the stake. Dr. Ridley, entering the place first, looked towards Heaven. 

Then, seeing Master Latimer, with a cheerful look he ran and embraced him saying, ñBe 

of good heart brother, for God will either ease the fury of the flame, or else strengthen us 

to endure it.ò 

He then went to the stake and, kneeling down, prayed with great fervour, while Master 

Latimer following, kneeled down and prayed also. Dr. Ridley gave presents of small 

things to men standing near, many of whom were weeping strongly. Happy was he who 

could get the smallest rag to remember this good man by. 

Then the smith took a chain of iron and brought the same about Dr. Ridleyôs and Master 

Latimerôs middles and knocked in the staple. Then Dr. Ridleyôs brother-in-law did bring 

him gunpowder in a bag, and would have tied the same about his neck. Dr. Ridley asked 

what it was. His brother said, ñGunpowder.ò ñThen,ò said he, ñI take it to be sent of God; 
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therefore I will use it ï and have you any,ò said he, ñfor my brother?ò So his brother-in-

law went and carried of the same unto Master Latimeré 

Then they brought a faggot of wood, kindled with fire, and laid the same down at Dr. 

Ridleyôs feet. To him Master Latimer spoke in this manner: ñBe of good comfort, brother 

Ridley, and play the man; for we shall this day light such a candle by Godôs grace in 

England, as I trust shall never be put out.ò 

And so the fire being given to them, when Dr. Ridley saw the fire flaming up towards 

him he cried, ñInto your hand, O Lord, I give my spirit;ò Master Latimer crying as 

earnestly on the other side, ñO Father of heaven, receive my soul!ò 

Master Latimer received the flame as it were embracing it. After he had stroked his face 

with his hands and, as it were, bathed them a little in the fire, he soon died (so it 

appeareth) with very little pain or noneé 

But Dr. Ridley, by reason of the evil making of the fire unto him, because the wooden 

faggots were laid about the gorse, and over-high built, the fire burned first beneath, being 

kept down by the wood; which, when he felt, he desired them for Christôs sake to let the 

fire come unto him. Which when his brother-in-law heard, intending to rid him out of his 

pain, as one in sorrow not well-advised in what he did, heaped more faggots upon him, so 

that he clean covered him, which made the fire more violent beneath, that it burned clean 

all his lower parts, before it once touched the upper. Therefore he leaped up and down 

under the faggots, and often desired them to let the fire come unto him saying, ñI can not 

burn.ò Which indeed appeared true; for after his legs were consumed, he showed one side 

clean to us, shirt and all untouched with flame. 

Yet in all his torment he forgot not to call upon God still, having in his mouth, ñLord 

have mercy upon me,ò intermingling his cry, ñLet the fire come to me, I can not burn.ò In 

which pain he laboured until one of the standers-by with a bill-hook pulled off the 

faggots above, and where he saw the fire flame up, he pulled himself to that side. 

And when the flame touched the gunpowder, he was seen to stir no more. 

7. What evidence can you find in Source 3 that the author was a Protestant? 

8. How does Source 2 support the text in Source 3? 

9. Look back at the three possible methods for bringing back Catholicism. 

Why do you think Mary chose persecution? 

During her reign many people thought that Mary was succeeding in bringing back 

Catholicism. However, the way we see Maryôs reign today has been influenced by Foxeôs 

ñBook of Martyrsò. This was published by a Protestant in Elizabethôs reign. It treats the 

people burned as heroes and tells us that the executions were unpopular. It assumes that 

everyone was against Mary. Above all else, it  makes Mary out to be ñBloody Maryò. Is 

any of this true? 
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To answer the question we need to try to look at the events as seen during Maryôs reign ï 

not after. 

We must be careful not to judge people in the past by our standards today. In the 

sixteenth century people were used to HERETICS (religious criminals) being burned: 

× Henry VII burned ten in 24 years 

× Henry burned 81 in 38 years  

× Edward VI burned two in six years 

× Mary burned 284 in five years 

× Elizabeth burned five in 45 years. 

 

If we look at these facts, we might think Mary deserved her nickname. However, if we 

look at other facts about executions under the Tudors we might change our minds. 

 

Look carefully at the map in Source 3. Why do you think that most of the burnings took 

place in the South East of England? Can you think of any reasons why there are so few 

burnings in the North of England and in Devon and Cornwall (clue: think about events in 

the reigns of Henry VIII and Edward VI)? 

Mary was a brutal monarch in a brutal age. Executions were commonplace during the 

reigns of all the Tudor Kings and Queens. Henry VIII killed over two hundred after the 

Pilgrimage of Grace and executed many monks and priests who refused to accept his 

religious changes. In Edwardôs reign, 4000 rebels were killed at Exeter during the Prayer 

Book rebellion and 300 were executed in Norwich following Kettôs rebellion. Elizabeth 

killed over 300 after the failure of the Northern Rebellion in 1569 and persecuted many 

catholic priests in England throughout her reign. Death was a common punishment for 
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many crimes. In the county of Essex alone, between 17 and 54 people were executed for 

petty theft every year in the 1500s.  

When we compare these figures to Maryôs reign, is she so bloody by comparison? 

Does Mary I deserve the reputation of ñBloody Maryò? Explain your point of view. 

 

 

Cranmerôs execution in Oxford. Cranmer had signed a document that said that he 

recanted (admitted that he was wrong to be a Protestant). This was not enough to save 

him from the fire as Mary saw him as being responsible for the divorce between her 

mother and father and so starting all the religious problems in England. As the flames 

leapt up, Cranmer thrust the hand that had signed his recantation into the fire stating 

that by signing the document, his right hand had offended God and therefore should be 

burned first. He died being convinced that Protestantism was righté.At least this is what 

we learn from Foxeôs ñBook of Martyrsò which is where this illustration is taken from. 
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The town ditch in Oxford where Latimer, Ridley and Cranmer met their deaths is now 

covered over and lays underneath Broad Street. As you walk along Broad Street towards 

the Sheldonian Theatre and Blackwellôs Bookshop, on the wall on the left is this stone 

memorial to the three men. In the middle of the road is a stone cross that reputedly marks 

the very spot where all thee died. 

 

 


